December 11, 2008
Unless The Lord Helps Us...

Dear Friends,

Picture the King of the universe, our Lord Jesus, beholding you with penetrating eyes
and speaking forth to you the startling declaration made to His disciples seated at His
feet: "For | tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and
the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the KINGDOM OF

HEAVEN" (Matthew 5:20).

« Evaluate your own life and that of your fellowship family. Is your heart's regard for
personal and communal righteousness so low that He would warn you about how dark
your "light" is?

Many of the Pharisees and teachers of the law had no love for either God or for their
fellow travelers on their life's journey; therefore they performed acceptably on the
outside yet had covetous, self-centered hearts of unrighteousness.

* How would you and those with whom you fellowship recognize that what you perceive
to be "your righteousness" is in fact of your own making, not an obedient trust in Jesus
that evidences His loving, indwelling Presence? Where does entry into the Kingdom of
Heaven and a life that fulfills Kingdom purposes fit into your everyday and long-range
choices and goals?

“If any of you has a sheep and it falls into a pit on the Sabbath,
will you not take hold of it and lift it out?"” (Matthew 12:11).
The first time this happens, you lift the sheep out of the pit.
The second time it happens, you cover the pit.
The third time it happens, you barbecue the sheep.
Does this application of our Lord's words offend you? If you've ever raised sheep as we
have, it won't! Persistent, willful disobedience sets a perverse example for other sheep
to stumble into pits of their own, causing grief to their shepherd.
The Gospel accounts as well as the epistles are replete with both personal testimony
from our Lord as well as His direct command to do the will of His Father. Too often in
western Christendom, the "sheep" have tried to rule the "Shepherd", expecting their
desires to be granted as they presume upon His "grace". But that's not biblical grace;
it's a deceived lie! Nowhere in either Testament do you find permission for someone to
mentally agree with some creed or doctrine in order to be identified as one of His own,
then live in spiritual adultery with the idols of the world to gratify their sin nature. That pit
of man-centered deception is a recipe for roast mutton.
It's been 15 years since we returned from Israel with our Father's assignment for us to
share the Hebraic foundations. During this time the Spirit of Jesus has guided us in
making the varied facets of the Hebraic Restoration available in several useful formats.
Some of these are stand-alone documents, such as our Newsletters, Lifebytes, and
Teaching E-mails. Other materials, such as Discussing How to Restore the Early
Church, Going to the High Places study guide, Jesus In Your Home videos (including
our new Bytesize series), Certain of What We Do Not See, and Demolishing
Strongholds contain interrelated segments that are a course of study to discuss and



apply to your life. All of these materials are available for free at our website. Some of
these you can print, others you can watch on your TV, computer or iPod.
We want to remind you of this because our Father has given the two of us the command
to share the message of the Hebraic Restoration. Coinciding with this command, He
directed us to, "Commit these [truths] to faithful men who will be able [competent,
fit] to teach others also” (2 Timothy 2:2). A number of you have graciously let us know
that you and your family have gone through one or more of our different teaching series
and are reaching out to others and sharing with them out of your individual and
communal love for Jesus.
We've recently heard from a church-planter in Kenya who is using Discussing How to
Restore the Early Church with a group he has gathered together in Christ. Others are
using the Demolishing Strongholds workbook and video series to reach out to others in
their relational sphere, be it workplace or neighborhood. And still others are using Going
to the High Places with those with whom they are already gathering for discussion.
Someone recently wrote, "Your website contains a complete understanding of Kingdom
living." This is what the Hebraic foundations are about: KINGDOM LIVING to the praise
of the King!
Anytime we hear that others are sharing these truths, we rejoice, because Paul's
counsel is at the core of our own motives: "Each of you should look not only to your
own interests, but also to the interests of others"” (Philippians 2:4; see also Matthew
28:19,20).
We've found that the Spirit has at times cut us off from those who expected us to be a
"quick fix" ministry. NEVER do we want to be in the position of anyone looking to us for
answers beyond that which a love-grounded, obedient trust in our Lord and His Word
would bring about! While we realize that He uses His people as part of His loving
arsenal of intervention, He hasn't called us to be enablers to get individuals out of pits
again and again — especially pits that have been dug by their own pursuit of
materialism, and/or personal laziness.
We know that you may currently be facing some heavy problems in your life, and that
our Lord has powerful means of strengthening and comforting you to meet these if you
will but follow through with what He shows you. He has blessed the two of us with the
opportunity to address a huge number of life situations in the materials on our website.
However, if you refuse to take the time to prayerfully go through the resources He has
put in front of you to apply to your life, His descriptions are apt: “A dog returns to its
vomit,” and, “A sow that is washed goes back to her wallowing in the mud” (2
Peter 2:22). The "dog and sow" know what they need to do to be clean and free but
never get around to pursuing and persevering in the righteous ways they've been
shown.
It's a lot easier to return to the comfort zone of familiar behaviors and attitudes, even if
his complacency drives him into yet another pit. Sadly, this depicts the "Hardened Fool"
of the Hebrew Scripture (Proverbs 1:32; 18:2). No matter how many times you help him,
he goes back to his same ungodly ways. He may agree with you to your face, but fails
to follow through with what he says he'll do.

Repentance Leads to Righteousness;

Righteousness to Answered Prayer;

Answered Prayer to Revival



If you've confirmed in your spirit that our Father is restoring the Hebraic foundations of
relational priorities and love-grounded obedient trust, and you're earnestly applying
these to your life, we want to enlist your help. First, we want to reiterate that the crises
shrouding this nation and the world will not be solved either politically or economically.
Only our God can deliver if He sees fit according to His will and purposes!

What is truly needed is a revival of great proportions that only the Spirit of the Lord can
bring about. We're not referring to a man-made, man-initiated gathering. Rather, true
revival is first a realization that something has died. That "something" is a responsive
love for our Lord and obedience to His ways that has suffocated under a blanket of
worldliness and idolatry of self. To revive this corpse takes repentance and return to the
Lord of Hosts that HE might rule in your heart and in that of your family and fellowship
family. Then you know that He hears your prayers and is responding according to His
good will and purpose.

1. This revival will require your personal and communal righteousness.

2. It will require confidence in your spirit that you are born again into His Kingdom, a
confidence that's confirmed by His Spirit as you see your Lord answering your prayers.
3. And, authentic revival will require intentional, set-apart intercession for the Spirit of
our Lord Jesus to move upon this land and upon the nations of this earth.

Only through a true revival which coincides with His own yearning heart will our Lord be
glorified as He releases His power. If you earnestly desire this to happen in your own life
and in that of your family, then please be diligent in prayerfully pursuing what our Father
gave us to share. He's impacting and changing lives all over the world by His Spirit!

We want to close with a quote from a mighty prayer warrior who loved and served His
Lord faithfully, the late Leonard Ravenhill:

"Many present-day Christians seem to have experienced three stages: condemnation,
salvation, and stagnation...

When the church gets divorced from the world and worldliness;

When we can ignore so-called Christian entertainers who attempt to combine Hollywood
and holiness;

When we cease from strivings of the flesh and recognize that the Bible written
yesterday is also for today and for tomorrow, and that it alone has the formula for
revival;

We shall at least have started on the road to reformation in the Church, which must
precede the true spiritual awakening which alone can save our generation."

If through His grace you earnestly and prayerfully love the Lord your God and live
according to the obedient trust of His Word, you'll find that He'll strengthen you as you
live out the Hebraic foundations that undergirded the teaching of our Lord Jesus. We'd
love to see revival in this land, and we'd love to hear from you about how He's moving in
and through your life to reach others for His glory!

Mike & Sue



