L~ WHAT THE GENUINE MUST BE AWARE OF AS FATHER CHASTIS|

“When Your judgments are executed, people learn righteousness” (Isaiah 26:9).
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Dear Friends in Christ Jesus our Lord,

If you're genuinely born again, we want to reinforce your faithfulness to the New Covenant that
our Covenant-giving and Covenant-keeping Lord has offered you. We’ve previously written about
His interaction with the genuine through Covenants. (At the end of this Nugget you’ll find several links to
these materials.) If you're genuine you've embraced the New Covenant as embarking on a lifelong,
love-based union as you press on toward your salvation. Keeping this in mind, it's paramount you re-
member that our Lord inaugurated the New Covenant and its stipulations to govern your way of life.

As a genuinely born again follower of our Lord Jesus, you're filled with loving appre-
HOlY ciation for the price our Lord paid for your sins. That's why you don’t view His right-
Bible eous commands as an obligation; rather, you apply His commands to your life out of
love so that you won't sin against Him. (And this love causes you to repent when you
WELLLLLS A do sin!) It's Jesus Who intertwines love and obedience to dominate your heart mo-
tives: “If you love Me, keep My commandments” (John 14:15). Forget what the
DIVINE GUIDE TO " . : - o
LIVING I LOVING world calls "wrong". Get to know what GOD considers sinning so you may live in the
ek 4 holiness which pleases Him: “He Who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your
A7 Al conduct” (1Peter 1:15; see also Ephesians 1:4; Hebrews 10:26; 1John 3:6,8).

BORN AGAIN'S

Because we're so grateful to our Lord, we unwaveringly endeavor to fulfill our heav-
enly Father’s purposes by the grace He gives us, and through His Spirit at work in us. To live this way
means that we're absolutely confident in the Spirit of our Lord to guide us with rhema through prophe-
cy, words of knowledge or wisdom, and/or through Scripture passages. When our Lord commands us
in Matthew 4:4, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word [rhema] that comes from the
mouth of God”, He is defining a key part of the genuine’s way of life. First, the term “word” in the
verse refers to knowing our Father’s specific will which the Spirit reveals. We're well aware that wait-
ing for and acting upon clear guidance from the Holy Spirit is humbling to the sin nature which we in-
herited from Adam and Eve. This is why the genuine must mutually support each other** in resisting
the rebellion of our sin nature (Hebrews 3:13). And the word “comes” in Matthew 4:4 is in the continu-
ous present tense; it’s an ongoing way of life because Father keeps giving you that rhema.

Those who come alongside you as genuine brothers and sisters to mutually support you through their gift-
ing first ensure that each of you has a clear witness from the Holy Spirit. His witness is twofold. He confirms
the purpose He wants you to accomplish: « “And the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over and join this chariot’” (Acts
8:29). And the witness of the Spirit clarifies with whom He would specifically have you cooperate in that par-
ticular purpose: *“While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for Me
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them’” (Acts 13:2).

If you're genuine in your relationship with our Lord Jesus, your absolute dependence on the in-
dwelling Holy Spirit can never be overstated. Your obedience to the Spirit was never meant to be
easy! The Bible clearly reveals that in refining the genuineness of your trust (which is made clear in
1Peter 1:6,7) you'll face personal struggles: “For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spir-
it, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other” (Galatians
5:17). But we're also assured, “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh [sin nature]
with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit” (Galatians
5:24,25). It’s our heartfelt desire that each of you are living according to the Spirit.
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“Those who are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith” (Galatians 3:9).

If you're one of Christ's genuine, He has called you to live with no less faith than our spiritual fa-
ther Abraham had. Abraham's faith is trust which obeys because of Who has spoken. And this is the
way our earliest forefathers who first followed our Lord Jesus understood trust—as an action com-
manded by our unfailing God: “No unbelief made [Abraham] waver concerning the promise of God,
but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, fully convinced that God was able to do what
He had promised. That is why his faith was ‘counted to him as righteousness’ (Romans 4:20-22).

In this light, the trust of the genuinely born again must be unconditionally convinced in the promis-
es our Lord Jesus has given you. So we want to encourage you if you've never fully trusted our Lord’s
promises before, to make them a reality in your life: “/ tell you that whoever trusts in Me will also do
the works | do! Indeed, he will do greater ones, because | am going to the Father” (John 14:12). Our
Lord Jesus offers clear examples of how His own can be identified through actions which their trust in
Him can accomplish according to His Father's will and purpose for them: “And these signs will ac-
company those who do trust: in My Name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues;
they will pick up serpents with their hands; and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them;
they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover” (Mark 16:17,18). Because His Spirit works
in and through the genuine, He is well able to do these actions and many others besides!

Living as our Lord promises is an ongoing way of life: “My dear brothers, stand firm and immov-
able, always doing the Lord’s work as vigorously as you can, knowing that united with the Lord your
efforts are not in vain” (1Corinthians 15:58). You may have noticed a certain degree of boldness in the
Newer Testament writers. There’s a good reason for this. They wrote from personally trusting what
our Lord promised would be their way of life because of His Spirit living in them. This isn't true for the
nominal in Christianity. Too many nominal Bible teachers have never experienced the powerful out-
working of the Holy Spirit through them, or have even seen the power of Jesus’s Name in evicting
demons from the oppressed or afflicted. Don’t let the nominal ever influence you! You must seek by
His grace to live the life which Jesus promises to those who love and serve Him as Lord of their lives.

“Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God” (2Corinthians 7:1; see 2Corinthians 6:14-18).

This Nugget was given to us by the Spirit as a couple who've lived by His grace for over 40 years
fully trusting in the promises of our Lord Jesus which stipulate the New Covenant way of life. We don’t
"teach the Bible" as an academic text like so many nominal teachers do. Rather, we share the way of
life which the Bible commands to those who love and serve Jesus as Lord of their lives. If you're gen-
uine and trust in our Lord’s promises, you're among the saints whom the Bible commends (see Psalms
16:3; Romans 1:7; 8:27; Philippians 1:1; Hebrews 6:10). A saint is a follower of Jesus who has separated
from what the world values, and has consecrated himself to living and loving as our Lord commands.

If you're genuine and trust in the promises of our Lord Jesus, you'll find you're becoming more like
Him both in character and loving obedience. You may find it encouraging to read our series, Going
To The High Places based on Hannah Hurnard’s book, Hinds Feet on High Places. The life issues
we address in our series are no different than you as one of the genuine encounter. We’ve also writ-
ten several supportive articles that will help you deepen your life in the New Covenant:

oThe Gospel Of The Covenant Is The Pilgrimage To Salvation
*Our Lord’s Two Paramount Covenants
And from our series, the Genuinely Born Again Are Born Of The Spirit:

*Divine Belonging Precedes Communal Belonging
*To Whom Do You Give The Right Hand Of Fellowship?
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https://www.restorationministries.org/going-to-the-high-places-study-guide.html
https://www.restorationministries.org/going-to-the-high-places-study-guide.html
https://www.restorationministries.org/download/gospel-of-covenant-12-2021.pdf
https://www.restorationministries.org/download/interwoven-covenants.pdf
https://www.restorationministries.org/download/176.2-15-2025.pdf
https://www.restorationministries.org/download/188.6-27-2025.pdf

