The Way Of Our Lord Is Being Restored

Reality 28. The Older Testament Is Your Necessary Introduction To The Holy Spirit

The Older Testament Underscores The Holy Spirit’s Indispensability

The Holy Spirit didn’t just show up in the Newer Testament as an unex-
pected divine novelty. Far from it! He was present in our Father's plans all
throughout the Older Testament. Even though the Holy Spirit is mentioned at
least 90 times in the Newer Testament, He is referred to more than 100 times
in the Hebrew Scriptures. Please look up these examples for yourself! Take to %
heart His Presence in this sampling: Genesis 1:2; 41:38; Exodus 31:3; 35:31;
Numbers 11:17,25,26; 27:18; Judges 3:10; 6:34; 11:29; 13:25; 14:6,19; 15:14; Older Testament
1Samuel 10:6; 16:13; 2Chronicles 15:1; 20:14; 24:20. Just as the reality of the Holy %
Spirit was clearly understood by our Lord’s Hebraic first followers, it's impera-
tive that you personally internalize how indispensable the Holy Spirit was in
guiding and empowering people in the Older Testament.

Newer Testament

Please make this truth pivotal in your own faith journey: The Holy Spirit is indispensable in
both guiding and empowering those He uses to fulfill our Lord’s purposes. Zechariah validates
this truth: ““Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty” (4:6).
Fully grasp the reality of the Spirit's presence and power at work in BOTH Testaments! If you
don't, then you'll miss the crucial importance of the Holy Spirit's gifts which He apportions to all
the genuinely born again who fulfill our heavenly Father’s purposes—particularly as a royal
priest under our Lord Jesus, the High Priest, which we discussed in Reality 27. We've seen so
often that those who haven't learned about the Holy Spirit's active work in the Older Testament
stay prisoners of passivity to anti-Semitic theology and Nicolaitan clergy system domination.

“You are a Priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek”

Even our Lord Jesus was anointed by the Holy Spirit in order to fulfill His Father’s purposes.
The prophet Isaiah foretold this: “The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of wis-
dom and understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear
of the LORD” (Isaiah 11:2). Through the Holy Spirit’s anointing Jesus would fulfill these prophe-
sied purposes: “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, because the LORD has anointed Me to
bring good news to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to
the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound” (Isaiah 61:1; see Luke
4:18). FYI: There's a specific divine purpose the two of us fulfill as the Holy Spirit uses the spiri-
tual gifts He apportioned us in sharing the Hebraic foundations: “to free the captives.” Who are
the captives? Those who are ensnared in anti-Semitic theology and dominated by Nicolaitanism.

You know from the Newer Testament that our Lord was conceived within the Virgin Mary by
the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:20). But His birth is not where He was anointed for His priestly call as
a Priest in the order of Melchizedek. Rather, this happened at the Jordan Rlver W|th His cousin
John as a witness. Many centuries after Isaiah’s prophesy that the Holy " ‘
Spirit would rest on Jesus, we learn of John the Baptist using the Jordan }
as a mikveh for the repentant: “John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness
and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins”|
(Mark 1:4). Immersion baptism has its origin in the Jewish mikveh. When
a person set his heart to turn away from the defilement of sin and live up-
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rightly to please God, he immersed himself in a mikveh. Immersion in the mikveh signified “the
pledge of a clear conscience toward God” (1Peter 3:21).

John had previously been told to be looking for the promised Messiah: “And | myself did not
know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The Man on whom you see the
Spirit descending and remaining is the One who will baptize with the Holy Spirit” (John 1:33).
We're told, “Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. John
would have prevented Him, saying, ‘| need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?’ But
Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then
he consented” (Matthew 3:13-15).

As the perfect, sinless sacrificial Lamb (1Peter 1:19), our [
Lord didn't need a baptism of repentance. Through His im-
mersion, Jesus would receive from John an ordination as High ot Te
Priest. In the Levitical system, each time a new high prlest a’“ :
was anointed, the outgoing high priest would baptize the in-
coming one by immersing him in a mikveh. In the Melchizedek
priesthood, the incoming High Priest, Jesus, is immersed by
the potential outgoing high priest, John, who was of the Leviti-
cal line (see Luke 1:5,57-66). And perhaps John would have
been the Levitical high priest if the Romans had not installed §
Caiaphas as high priest. At the "Jordan mikveh" that day, the
possible last of the Levitical line baptized the everlasting Melchizedek line of High Priest!

Because of all the references to the Holy Spirit in the Hebrew Scriptures, the Holy Spirit com-
ing upon a person wasn’t something new. Here's the account of the Holy Spirit anointing our
Lord Jesus as High Priest in the order of Melchizedek, forever ending the Levitical priesthood:

“At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. Just as
Jesus was coming up out of the water, He saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on Him
like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are My Son, whom I love; with You I am well pleased”
(Mark 1:9-11). Both the Holy Spirit Who came upon Jesus and His Father’s assurance attested to the Mes-
siahship and everlasting High Priesthood of our Lord Jesus. (See Hebrews 6:19,20.)

In Reality 27 we gave you links for a more comprehensive understanding of the Melchizedek Priest-
hood. You might want to review these: TODAY! What Would Jesus Be Doing If He Were You?, Insight 5.

Jesus Christ, Lord, High Priest, and ONLY Head of His Body; and/or, Discussing How To Restore The
Early Church: A Hebraic Perspective: A Priesthood Change: From Levitical To Melchizedek’s.

The Genuinely Born Again Receive A Baptism Of Repentance And Of The Holy Spirit

The Newer Testament attests to two baptisms for the genuinely born again: a baptism of re-
pentance in which they die to their sins and rise up anew (Romans 6:4), and a baptism of the
Holy Spirit (Acts 11:16; 1Corinthians 12:13). Over the centuries much controversial theology has
arisen especially about the baptism of the Holy Spirit (see Matthew 3:11). Issues arose such as
*Did the baptism of the Holy Spirit end when the Bible was canonized? eIf baptism is still re-
quired of the genuinely born again, when does it occur? *How does baptism take place? *What
signs are there that the Spirit has taken up His residence in someone? (If it weren't for anti-
Semitic theology minimizing or even eliminating the Older Testament, the baptism of the Holy Spir-
it wouldn't even be an issue.)
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Our Lord Jesus spoke to a Hebrew audience who knew about the Holy Spirit coming upon
people in the Older Testament. With this background He assures them and us concerning the
Holy Spirit, “If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” (Luke 11:13).
It's vital that you take in our Lord’s assurance of receiving the Holy Spirit, especially in light of
Him having been anointed by the Spirit at the Jordan River and the Spirit's many occurrences in
the Hebrew Scriptures which preceded the Newer Testament. If you're to fulfill our Father’s will,
the Holy Spirit is indispensable for you!

The Newer Testament, Like The Older, Provides Evidence Of The Holy Spirit’s Presence

The Book of Acts reveals that the Holy Spirit is to remain an indispensable Source of power
in the lives of our Lord’s servants: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samatria, and to the end of
the earth” (Acts 1:8). Acts also makes clear that there's undeniable evidence when the Holy
Spirit takes up His dwelling within the genuinely born again:

3¢ “The Twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, ‘It is not desirable that we
should leave the word of God and serve tables. Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you
seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over
this business’ (Acts 6:2,3). The seven men who were chosen could be identified because they
were “full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom.”

3¢ With the power of the Holy Spirit, Philip, one of the seven, carried out our Lord’s directive
to all His followers that “you will be My witnesses.” Relying on the Spirit working through him,
“Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. And the multitudes with
one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.
For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice, came out of many who had them” (Acts 8:5-7).
Prior to His ascension He foretold by what evidence they would be recognized as His own:

[Jesus] said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. Whoever trusts and
is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not trust will be condemned. And these signs will accompany
those who trust: In My Name they will drive out demons, they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up
snakes with their hands, and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place
their hands on sick people, and they will get well” (Mark 16:15-18; see also Acts 28:3-9).

¢ After Philip shared the gospel with the Samaritans, they were immersed through a baptism
of repentance: “When they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of
God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized” (Acts 8:12). But they
still needed the baptism of the Holy Spirit which our Lord promised to the genuinely born again:

“Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God,
they sent Peter and John to them, who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they might receive
the Holy Spirit. For as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They had only been baptized in the name of
the Lord Jesus. Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit” (Acts 8:15-17).

5¢Paul's conversion is another example of receiving the Holy Spirit through laying on hands:
“Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, ‘Brother Saul, the
Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may receive
your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit”” (Acts 9:17).
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»¢But laying on hands isn’t the only way those who trusted in our Lord Jesus were baptized
by the Holy Spirit. In Acts 10 the centurion Cornelius and his relatives and close friends experi-
enced the Spirit's indwelling during Peter's testimony about Jesus: “While Peter was still speak-
ing these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. The circumcised believers
who had come with Peter were astonished that the qift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out
even on Gentiles. For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said,
Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with water. They have received the
Holy Spirit just as we have.” (Acts 10:44-47). In this instance, first the Holy Spirit came upon the
people just like at Pentecost, and then they were immersed into a baptism of repentance.

5¢While the Apostle Paul was in Ephesus, the reality of two baptisms is demonstrated
through men (probably Gentiles) who were unfamiliar with the Holy Spirit Whom Jews knew of:

“...Paul...came to Ephesus. There he found some disciples. And he said to them, ‘Did you receive the
Holy Spirit when you trusted?’ And they said, ‘No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.’ And
he said, ‘Into what then were you baptized?’ They said, ‘Into John's baptism.’ And Paul said, ‘John baptized
with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to trust in the One Who was to come after him, that is, Je-
sus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands
on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking in tongues and prophesying” (Acts 19:1-6).

Finally: Scripture points to more than one way to receive the Holy Spirit, and to more than a
single specific sign indicating the Spirit’s presence in the genuinely born again. How devastating
to followers of Jesus that anti-Semitic theology and Nicolaitanism have eliminated the baptism of
the Holy Spirit in most of Christianity. And where the baptism of the Spirit is recognized, there is
also a creedal mandate that to speak in tongues is the only acceptable sign of His presence. In
either situation the Holy Spirit is blasphemed, either by nullifying His role in the genuinely born
again altogether, or mandating a particular sign of His presence that Scripture doesn’t mandate.
Subtracting from God in how He has revealed Himself through the Spirit or adding to His Word
in how the Spirit is revealed: both blaspheme Him—with eternal consequences:

“Whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; but is subject to & eternal con-
demnation” (Mark 3:29).

1T There will always be irrefutable evidence of the indwelling Holy Spirit by grace in the gen-
uinely born again. And only evidence of the Holy Spirit's presence verifies you are genuinely
born again and belong to our Lord Jesus. The indwelling Holy Spirit produces unmistakable evi-
dence of His presence confirming you do belong to our Lord Jesus! But “Anyone who does not
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him” (Romans 8:9).

Paul praised the followers of Jesus in Thessalonica because they had responded so diligent-
ly to the gospel which came to them not only in word but also by power and in the Holy Spirit.
The evidence of this Spirit-empowered response in them was their work produced by faith, their
labor prompted by love, and their endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. (See
1Thessalonians 1:3-5). Please scrutinize your own life and those you truly care about, asking
both for now and for eternity:

Do others see irrefutable evidence of the Holy Spirit in me akin to the Book of Acts? If
not, ask Father to give you the Holy Spirit so that by trust you'll know you are genuinely
Christ's own as Jesus promised in Luke 11:13!
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