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MISHPACHAH

A NEWSLETTER TO THE FAMILY OF JESUS FROM RESTORATION MINISTRIES

The Hebraic family is not simply an individual or private matter. Rather, it is an institution in which the whole community has a stake. Thus, the Hebrew
word “mishpachah,” meaning family, not only refers to parents and children, but to the whole extended family worldwide in the body of “Yeshua”— our Jesus.

Dear friends,

"I'm aware that many
object to the severity of my
language; but is there not
cause for severity? | will be as
harsh as truth, and as uncom-
promising as justice... urge
me not to use moderation in a
cause like the present... | am
in earnest—I will not equivo-
cate—I will not excuse—I will
not retreat a single inch—and
I will be heard.”

When | saw the above quote
by abolitionist William Lloyd
Garrison from his first edition of
The Liberator, January 1, 1831,
| was totally inspired. His writ-
ings ultimately led to the free-
dom of many. His conviction
caused Sue and me to double
the efforts we are now putting
into writing "Hebraic
Foundations to Native
American Ministry." Our slo-
gan is "Restoring the Kinship
Community That Jesus Desires
for Native People." The more we
write, the more compelling our
love for the people grows.

| was on the phone a few
days ago with Dillard Griffith,
one of our Board members, a
retired doctor, and now a
Nebraska cattle rancher. He
described my writing in farm
talk: “It's like when one of my
cows has an abscess. | put a
sharp knife in and let the puss

out.” As a man whose nickname
was “the enema” when | coun-
seled church leaders for so
many years, | thought “Griff’'s”
words were right on.

A few days ago Sue, Matt,
and | sat and discussed a pas-
sage that God had been
impressing upon me for some
time: “And the things you have
heard me say in the presence of
many witnesses entrust to reli-
able men who will also be quali-
fied to teach others” (2Tim. 2:2).
We are encountering Native
people who truly care for the
future freedom of their people, a
freedom only Jesus can give
through the trust called for in the
Hebraic foundations. These are
courageous folks, focused in
their intercession and in their
efforts on behalf of their people.

"Words are things; and a
small drop of ink, falling like
dew upon a thought, pro-
duces that which makes
thousands, perhaps millions,
think." Lord Byron

Just before Sue and |
departed for Israel in 1993, my
mother wrote me what proved to
be a prophetic letter. She told
me that when we returned from
Israel she wanted us to move in
with her and write. This we did,
and our time with her became
the beginning of what we contin-
ue to do. Writing is something

the Holy Spirit has empowered
us in love to do. Our burden as
we write on behalf of the Native
people is twofold:

1. To hand to them what
we’ve written, unencumbered by
any Anglo-Greek (Hellenist) cul-
tural entrapments.

2. To write "Hebraic
Foundations to Native American
Ministry" so that the people can
have something to discuss and
apply to their lives. As they dis-
cuss these truths, we believe
they will come to realize how
spiritually advanced they are in
the Hebraic perspective of
covenant-keeping, generational
interconnectedness, and God’s
view of creation.

Do you know that there is no
word for religion among the
Navajo? All of life is spiritual,
just as our Hebraic forefathers
understood. | keep being drawn
to a passage in Malachi, “Then
those who feared the LORD
talked with each other, and the
LORD listened and heard. A
scroll of remembrance was writ-
ten in his presence concerning
those who feared the LORD and
honored his name. ‘They will be
mine,’ says the LORD Almighty,
‘in the day when | make up my
treasured possession. | _will
spare them, just as in compas-
sion a man spares his son who
serves him. And you will again
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see the distinction between thel?]

righteous and the wicked,
between those who serve God
and those who do not” (Mal.
3:16-18).

We hope that the mission
agencies that are active in
Native evangelism will also dis-
cuss and apply the Hebraic
truths. The Greek philosophical
spirit has affected their method-
ology of ministry in key areas:

» After several generations of
ministry on the reservations,
there is negligible turnover of
responsibility by Anglo mis-
sionaries to the Native peo-
ple.

* Charity is the primary means of
helping the people. Yet, the
early Church did business as
part of the economic respon-
sibility for the people. Before
the Greek philosophers
entered the church, there
was no problem with making
money; the love of money
was condemned. The early
Church followers of Jesus,
even rabbis like Paul, all had
jobs.

Consider how God af-firmed
His covenant with the
Israelites: “But remember the
Lord your God, for it is he
who gives you the ability to
produce wealth, and so con-
firms his covenant, which he
swore to your forefathers, as
it is today” (Deu. 8:18).

Charity that offers no hope of
change and no purpose and
meaning destroys men.
Sadly, church organizations
that have worked in conjunc-
tion with the Bureau of Indian
Affairs have done a great

injustice to Native men, hin-
dering them from providing
for their families through
work. Farming families lost
their lands through govern-
ment treaties that promised
to “take care of them” in
exchange for their land. Most
of these treaties were broken;
the Native peoples lost their
means of livelihood and were
shipped off to arid, infertile
reservations.

The Hebraic faith communities
of the future will concern
themselves with the econom-
ic well-being of the families
as the early Church once did.
Charity is not God’s only way
to help, particularly if dignity
can be gained through job
training and life skills that
help to keep that job.

“Then those who feared the
LORD talked with each other,
and the LORD listened and
heard”

* Do you talk with, or at, people?
* Does your faith community

minister at people?

The reason these questions
are so important is because we
are an efficient, impersonal soci-
ety. Even “church services” are
as impersonal as sitting in a
movie theater. Take the Sunday
morning sermon. What hap-
pened to the rabbinical give-
and-take interaction Jesus
used? Instead, one person
stands behind a podium to pass
along Bible information. The
entire event is devoid of rela-
tional responsibility among the
people. Ask yourself about your
own congregational gathering:

* |Is the whole teaching empha-
sis on content dissemination?

« Can anyone even ask ques-
tions?

* Is there opportunity for discus-
sion for application purposes?

* Is time allowed for people to
search out other Scriptures to
share how they might apply?

This may sound overly sim-
plified, but talking with people
involves discussion. The give
and take of listening and asking
questions is as important to a
relationship as mother’s milk is
to a newborn. Through discus-
sion we grow closer to each
other and more collectively com-
mitted to the same truths.

In the course of writing six
books, Sue and | had to do a lot
of discussion to apply these
truths to our own lives before we
could commend them to others.
How else could “Erma Bombeck
and C.S. Lewis” co-author? In
the discussion process we were
changed, becoming equally
committed to what our Lord had
shown us in Israel.

The lack of discussion has
led to a pattern of activity-orient-
ed ministry by the Anglo-
Christian community, an
approach that requires little
responsibility for relationship
with each other or for the people
being ministered to.

An example: A youth group
from California decides to paint
a church on a reservation in
New Mexico. Remember, they
are going to the rez to complete
a planned activity, not to estab-
lish loving relationships with the
people. Fulfilling their “Christian
duty”, the young people go to
the reservation and complete
the project. They may even
have planned into their trip a
stop at the Grand Canyon. So



when the project is done, offl3!

they go to see the ‘big hole’ with
the personal satisfaction of a job
well done.

They believe the Native peo-
ple must be very happy, too. But
the truth of the matter is, the
Native people cherish relation-
ships. They’d rather have peo-
ple come because they care for
them personally and not just to
do a good deed.

| am particularly sensitive to
this because for over 20 years |
have been invited to many
churches to preach. The service
ends, and the treasurer hands
me an honorarium in an enve-
lope. Yet how few times anyone
has cared enough for Sue and
me as people to invite us to eat
with them and establish a rela-
tionship with them. 20+ years...

That is the crux of the mat-
ter: Most Americans of western
Euro-pean descent appreciate
activities over relationships.
Most other cultures, including
the Native American, desire
relationship.  Ministries to
Natives often compensate for
Christian guilt but are not having
the effect they imagine. Why
does Ray Comfort, noted inter-
national evangelist, state that
80-90% of all “born again” peo-
ple around the world leave
Christ after responding to a cru-
sade altar call? Why does one
noted activity-based Christian
campus ministry find fewer than
5% of the people once active in
their ministry still following Jesus
5 years later?

“For it is not the one who
commends himself who is
approved, but the one whom
the Lord commends”

(2 Cor. 10:18).

Are you in a faith community
that commends itself for its
activities? Are relationships the
focal point for contacts, or are
activities? Are there recogniz-
able differences between an
activity-based vs. relationship-
based community? Yes, dramat-
ic ones!

Activity-based Christianity

* Delights in what we do for
God.

Christ-like character develop-
ment optional.

* Leaves a finished project but
no lasting relational commit-
ment.

Relationship-based
Delights in revealing the love
of God; to be ‘Jesus-in-the-
flesh’.

Christ-like character develop-

ment sought in the process.

* Leaves ongoing relationships
that continue beyond the pro-
ject.

“Then they said, "Come, let
us build ourselves a city,
with a tower that reaches to
the heavens, so that we may
make a name for ourselves
and not be scattered over the
face of the whole earth”

(Gen. 11:4).
Two decades ago | was
Financial Controller of a major
Christian college. Although the
school found it very difficult to
raise support for its operational
budget, they found that people
readily supported new construc-
tion projects. If donors could see
an edifice which they had
helped build, they’'d give gladly.
Even more people gave if the
college put their name on a brick
or on a pew plaque!

Following my time at the col-
lege, | served at a retreat center
for over 10 years. | lived in the
“‘bowels” of Christianity as a
counselor to church leaders.
You become well aware of the
towers of Babel being construct-
ed throughout this country in His
name by leaders seeking to out-
run one another in the “nickels
and noses” race. Christians who
question this goal are often
forced out and “branded.” We've
met them.

Many individuals and faith
communities have unintention-
ally supported ministries to
Native people that are more like
“towers” to the people who run
them than benefits to the Native
people. What names on bricks
and pews did to prompt dona-
tions to the college, brochures
with pictures of needy Native
kids are doing today.

Some red flags should go
up!!!

Ministries on the rez with a
preponderance of Anglo leader-
ship should be questioned. So
should those that have been
there for a generation or more
and failed to produce Native
leaders.

Ministries  which have
bypassed elder authority have
given Native youth an implicit
message to ignore the wisdom
and leadership of their elders.
They fail to give the deference
and respect once given to
elders. This is the same lack of
deference other children in this
country have for their parents, a
sad legacy to pass along.

“Restoring the Hearts of the
Fathers to the Children”
How many of you would

financially support a Native min-



istry whose goal and purpose is[*/Native leadership.

to “restore the hearts of the
fathers to the children™? What
kind of brochure could a ministry
with this goal put out that would
emotionally touch the hearts of
people to give—a drunken
Native man who has lost all his
dignity? Most people would
think his life is already wasted.
But how many Christians would
feel responsible for how this
man has ended up?

Our Lakota friend, Norma
Blacksmith, wanted to honor the
Lakotas who had fought in
Vietnam. Only two showed up at
the town ceremony so she went
to the bars and found many
more vets. These men who had
served their country had been
robbed of all dignity back on the
rez. As Norma honored them
publicly, these men were moved
that someone would care. As for
Norma, well, the church leaders
were angry at her for including
“drunks” in their program.

If we really want to help the
Native people, we need to begin
with the older people, not their
children. We need at least the
three generational view our
Hebraic  forefather’s  had:
“Children's children are a crown
to the aged, and parents are the
pride of their children” (Pro.
17:6). We need to see our
involvement with the elders and
men of each reservation today
as the precursor for their grand-
children to live in dignity.

Well-prepared Native follow-
ers of Jesus need to take over
the positions of responsibility
that missionaries have held over
them. It is time to face the facts:
generations of youth ministry
have still left the same void of

Let's begin now to restore
the positions of fathers and
elders on the reservation:

+ to give them dignity and pur-
pose by developing faith
communities on the rez that
will provide non-charitable
self-support.

+ to show the fathers and elders
the biblical basis for the spiri-
tual development of the chil-
dren they have brought into
this world.

“God will use the Native peo-
ple to share the Restoration
message during the ‘dark
days’ both in this country
and around the world”

As we traveled to different
reservations during June, we
became keenly aware of how
prophetic many Native people
are. Many of you know that the
Lord told Sue and me that this
message is being shared in
advance of the “dark days” that
are coming upon this country. |
was amazed to know that many
Native people have already
been told by our Lord that they
will “lead this nation out of the
dark days to come!”

| sense that the dark days
will come on this country before
the grandchildren of today
become grandparents. Helping
the Native people today is a
greater investment in the future
of all grandchildren than any
financial savings we can leave.
The more Native people who
are able to carry this light into
the dark days, the more merciful
our Lord can be to all our off-
spring.

The Loving Heart to Forgive

We have seen the amazing
willingness of so many Native
people to forgive the whites for
all of the broken treaties and
atrocities. Sue and | have
shared with them that the bro-
ken treaties they received from
the US government are the reli-
gious fruit of the Greek-influ-
enced Christianity that already
represented a broken covenant
with God. Remember, it was the
church that promoted anti-
Semitism, hid the Bible in Latin
for 1100 years, and murdered
Jews and Christians for not sub-
mitting to doctrinal lies.

As the Native people are
beginning to understand the
Greek influence on the church,
they are able to see the basis for
the attempts of government and
church-related organizations to
dominate them and destroy
their culture.

Remember WW Il and Dec.
7th, 1941, "The Day of Infamy?"
You only have to do a short
review of Native history to learn
for yourself about the numerous
“days of infamy” and massacres
that were wrought on the Native
people out of greed and racist
bigotry and fear. As much as the
Holocaust in Europe is a horri-
ble remembrance for Jewish
people, so the numerous ‘Holo-
causts’ against the Native peo-
ple have left unhealed wounds.

Won’t You Please Join Us?

Please take the time to dis-
cuss this letter with whomever
you can. Restoration Ministries
is only one part of a huge, God-
ordained plan to bring healing to
this land. Please ask our Lord if
what | am writing is true. | ask



you to join us in healing the
Native people by restoring digni-
ty to their elders, by restoring
fathers back to their families,
and by helping as many Native
people as possible be prepared
to share the truths of the
Hebraic Restoration.

Praise the Lord for the
strength and desire to love and
serve Him as we love and serve
His people!

HMike & Qbus Dowgiewics
P.S. As you spend time in the

Hebrew Bible, you'll recog-
nize similarities between the
worldviews of the Native peo-
ples and our Hebraic forefa-
thers. The importance to both
of their land, covenants, fam-
ily and tribal loyalty, and see-
ing all of life as “spiritual” is
no coincidence. Both have
much to offer to all followers
of Jesus in living out a walk of
obedient trust.

A Letter of Insight from
our friends and partners
James and Joyce Skeet

We stood around the monument
where Chief Crazy Horse had
been murdered a century ago at
Fort Robinson, Nebraska. A bus
load of tourists filed out as the
guide rattled off historical infor-
mation. As our family stood
around the monument, | could
sense the uneasiness of the
tourists with our presence.

Our 4- and 6- year-old boys felt
the deep sorrow that was in our
hearts, not just in memory of the
great Native warrior who had
been betrayed but also because
we had just come from many

reservations that are still deeply
troubled and in need of hope.
The situation brought on a
mixed bag of feelings, but the
greatest of these was sadness
upon our land and grief for the
violations of the spoken word
made in broken treaties and
shattered promises.

Our nativeness has been a hin-
drance to modern American
progress and ideals. Native
People have kept themselves
attuned to a spiritual world view
hidden away and undercover
against the pervasive wave of
scientific perspective and ratio-
nal head knowledge. Everything
we see today is centered
around materialism and the con-
trol of nature in order to
enhance man’s comfort.

Native People, however, have
tried hard to live with what is
around them and to keep all
things in harmony and peace.
This world view has kept us
Native People in trouble
throughout the many decades
since contact with Europeans.
There are plusses and minuses
to both world views but | strong-
ly believe our Father has intend-
ed a type of partnership
covenant to take place upon
these Americas. We have a
common destiny and purpose in
fulfilling the will of our Father.
We have to listen to our heart
beat. It beats the same, and for
the same purpose: for the cause
of our Father’s love for his chil-
dren (His Heart).

Suffering has been close to all
Native People upon this land.
We have endured all types and
species of Churches,

Denominations, and New Age
goofballs. The spectrum ranges
from controlling missions, to
patronizing clergy to romantic
universalists. The list goes
on....

We have suffered from lack of
identity, rejection and bitterness,
either self-inflicted or inflicted by
others who felt that stripping our
culture was the answer. It has
been a hard road to travel being
Native in America. Suicide is an
alternative solution to our
despair. | have in my time
buried many a young person,
asking myself the question,
“Why?” The blood of our broth-
ers and sisters cries out from
the ground: Who will stand with
his people? Who will fight the
good fight for the nation?

There is a devastating virus pre-
sent within the missions and
churches across Indian country.
In one sense it has been pre-
sent here since ancient times; in
another sense, it was brought in
by missionaries. This virus is
called legalism. Part of our
Native religion is very legalistic,
centering on do's and don'ts.
That is why Native people have
habitually picked up on the mis-
sionaries’ do's and don'ts. We
sit together in our churches but
the legalistic attitudes and prac-
tices dictate how we spend the
hour there.

This type of “faith” has no room
for redeeming cultural ways and
values but tosses everything
Native out the door. The termi-
nology used in this scenario is
"the whiteman's gospel." We as
Native people cannot worship
and express our true cultural



selves because "the fear of
man" is heavy every Sunday
morning.

Our hope in building our rela-
tionships with Native people is
to tackle many of these issues
for the purpose of bringing free-
dom to those held captive by the
Greek controlling spirit. The
Hebraic message amplifies the
freedom for Native People to be
led out of bondage. It supple-
ments their role to speak bless-
ing back into our nation. Like
Joseph we will redistribute our
love for the people of this nation
back to the heart of the Father.
The Hebraic message of load-
bearing communities, cove-
nants, kinship, eldership, peace
in the home, and on and on all
speak to our hearts as Native
Peoples.

We are seeing more and more
Native Americans encouraged
and set free by the message
that Mike and Sue are bringing.
This is a good fight but not an

easy one. If you see a good
fight, you should get in it—and
this is a good one.

Know my heart, | come in peace
and on behalf of Native People
the world

over. As | stood at the monu-
ment of Crazy Horse, | prayed
that | also would fight for the
good of my people. My heart felt
grief for our nation, but | realized
this is our time to speak: to
break the curse upon our land
and to speak only blessings.

Our hearts have been blessed
so much with the Hebraic mes-
sage, and with much help, we
will do all we can to share the
hope. Thanks!

James and Joyce Skeet,
Navajo

Covenant Pathways
email: jjskeet @juno.com
phone: 623/878-5472

Restoration Ministries Materials
by Mike & Sue Dowgiewicz

Restoring the Early Church $7.95
Prodigal Church $1leach for 10+
Pastoring by Elders $10
Demolishing Strongholds $10
Growing Relationships $5

Through Confrontation

God'’s Instruments for War $8
Discovering and Coordinating
Spiritual Gifts as Weapons of Warfare

Christian Halakhahs $5
Displaying Love for Jesus Through
the Way You Apply His Word

Mishpachah Yeshua Newsletter
$12 for 12 issues
*Free via email

The Family of Jesus

Prices are Suggested Donations

You may order any of the above by call-
ing us at: 1-888-229-3041.

Email
Mike: mikedowg@aol.com
Sue: Suedowgie@aol.com

Web:  Restorationministries.org

* Please feel free to make copies of this newsletter and share these truths with others.
* Subscription expiration appears next to your name. Resubscribe by sending $12 before this date.
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